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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A playback apparatus for playing content data, 
comprising: 

providing means for providing not only reading the content data^ but qIgo provision 
date information^ and playback-permitted period information; [[and]] 

a date memory configured to store the provision date information read by the means 
for reading, the provision date information read by the means for reading representing a latest 
value; 

means for preventing the provision date information stored in the date memory from 
being updated, when the value of the provision date information stored in the date memory is 
later than that of the provision date information that is being read by the means for reading; 
and 

playback means for playing the content data on th e basis of the information provid e d 
by the providing m e ans when the provision date information stored in the date memory 
corresponds to the playback-permitted period information . 

Claim 2 (canceled) 

Claim 3 (currently amended): A playback apparatus according to claim 1, further 
comprising: 

a medium holder [[for]] configured to detachably holding hold a recording medium 
which is externally provided; and 



3 



Application No. 10/022,769 

Reply to Office Action of June 9, 2004 

r e cording means for recording provision date information and playback-permitted 

period information along with the content data, in the recording medium held by the medium 

holder. 

Claims 4-5 (canceled) 

Claim 6 (currently amended): A playback apparatus according to claim [[5]] i, 
wherein said playback-permitted period information represents an end date of a playback- 
permitted date and/or a start date thereof. 

Claim 7 (currently amended): A recording medium storing content data beforehand 
and being readable by a computer playback apparatus , said recording medium comprising: 

provision-date information configured to be checked by the comput e r playback 
apparatus and determined to be latest or not, said provision date information being h e ld in th e 
computer stored in a date memory in the playback apparatus only when the provision date 
information is determined to be latest; and 

playback-permitted period information which is configured to be checked by the 
computer playback apparatus to determine whether or not a p e riod corr e sponding to a the 
latest value of the provision date information is satisfied stored in the date memory 
corresponds to the playback-permitted period information , and which enabl e s to enable 
playback of the content data when said period is s atisfied latest value of the provision date 
information stored in the date memory corresponds to the playback-permitted period 
information. 
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Claim 8 (original): A producing method for producing a recording medium described 
in claim 7, said producing method comprising: 

preparing an unused-state recording medium which can be subjected to recording 
only once; and 

recording the provision date information and the playback-permitted period 
information in the unused-state recording medium along with the content data. 

Claim 9 (new): A playback apparatus for playing content data, comprising: 
means for reading the content data, provision date information, and playback- 
permitted period information; 

a date memory configured to store the provision date information read by the means 
for reading, the provision date information read by the means for reading representing a latest 
value; 

means for preventing the provision date information stored in the date memory from 
being updated, when the value of the provision date information stored in the date memory is 
later than that of the provision date information that is being read by the means for reading; 
and 

means for stopping the playing of the content data when a value represented by the 
provision date information stored in the date memory does not correspond to the playback- 
permitted period information. 
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